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mation is true revolution. India has become a pattern for all
exploited races of the earth, because India's has been an open,
unarmed effort which demands sacrifice from all without in-
flicting injury on the usurper. The millions in India would not
have been awakened but for the open, unarmed struggle. Every
deviation from the straight path has meant a temporary arrest.
of the evolutionary revolution.
I do .not read the 1942 events as does the brave lady. It
was good that the people rose spontaneously. It was bad that
some or many resorted to violence. It makes no difference that
Shri Kishorlal Mashruwala, Kakasaheb and other workers, in
their impatient zeal for the moment, misinterpreted non-
violence. That they did so, only shows how delicate an instru-
ment non-violence is. My analogy is not meant to cast any re-
flection on any person, - Everyone acted as he or she thought
best. Supineness in the face of overwhelming organized vio-
lence would have meant cowardice^ I would be weak and
wrong if I failed to give my estimate of the doings of 1942.
"Aruna would "rather unite Hindus and Muslims at the
barricade than on the constitution front." Even in terms of vio-
lence, this is a misleading proposition. If the union at the barri-
cade is honest, there must be union also at the constitutional
front. Fighters do not always live at the barricade. They are
too wise to commit suicide. The barricade life has always to be
followed by the constitutional. That front is not taboo for
ever.
Emphatically it betrays want of foresight to-disbelieve Bri-
tish declarations and precipitate a quarrel in anticipation. Is
the official deputation coming to deceive a great nation ? It is'
neither manly nor womanly to think so. What would be lost by
waiting ? Let the official deputation prove for the last tim%
that British declarations are unreliable. The nation will gain
by trusting. The deceiver loses when there is correct response
from the deceived.
Let us face facts. The coming mission is claimed to life a
friendly mission, entertaining the hope that they will discover a
constitutional method of delivery. The problem is knotty, pro-
bably the knottiest that has ever confronted statesmen. It is
possible that the mission will put forth an insoluble conundrum.